>O4                                  THE     MEDICI

unable to do. A few months later Maximilian IT died, and was
succeeded as Emperor by his eldest son, Rudolph IIJ

In the summer of this year 1576, the second year of Fran-
cis's reign, two terrible tragedies in his family occurring within
one week cast a black pall over the Ducal palace. The family
at this time consisted of Francis, with his wife Joanna nnd
their children, his youngest brother Pietro (married two years
before to a niece of their mother, named like her Eleonora di
Toledo), and his sister Isabella The latter had continued to
live at Florence after her father Cosimo's death, the pio-
ceedings of her husband, the Prince of Bracciano, not being
of a nature to cause her to desire to make the Orsini palace at
Rome her residence Cardinal Ferdinand, theii remaining
brother, lived at Rome.

Pietio, the youngest of the eight childieu of Cosimo and
Eleonora, deprived of his mother at eight years old, and dis-
liked by his brothers, had grown up passionate, jealous, disso-
lute, and without a redeeming quality of any kind, and was
now twenty-two. His young wife Eleonora, by this time nearly
twenty, was universally pitied when at fifteen she came to
Florence, a very beautiful and innocent young girl, to be
married to him This ill-assorted young couple lived in the
Medici palace in the Via Larga. Pietro, altogether given up
to an evil life, had a distaste for matrimony, and from the first
treated Eleonora as badly as possible. He scandalised even the
society of that time by his disgraceful orgies, while his young
wife was left neglected and an object of pity. The natural
results followed. Eleonora, made for love, but cast aside and
neglected, fell in love with an agreeable and handsome youth
of about her own age, Bernardino Antinori. Not long after-
wards one of his friends quarrelled with Bernardino and
attacked him in the narrow passage 3 running along the south
side of the Strozzi palace; and Bernardino in defending his
life killed his assailant. He at once gave himself up to the
authorities, and was confined as a prisoner in the palace of his